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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halesowen  Rural 
District  Council — 

Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1923. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  3,501  acres. 

The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1921  was 
28,212. 

For  1923  it  has  been  estimated  at  29,920. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1923)  5,711. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921,  5,800  ; 
1923,  5,900  (approx.) 

Rateable  value,  £84580. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £329. 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 
YEAR  : — 


Male.  Female. 

$+3^1  if  303f 


1 otal. 

BIRTHS — Legitimate  619 

Illegitimate  5 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  20.6 

DEATHS—  330 

Death  Rate,  1 1 .0. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child- 
birth— 

From  Sepsis  0,  other  causes  1 . 1 otal  1 . 


3 


183 


2 

147 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births — 
101  ; Legitimate  63,  Illegitimate  0,  Total  63. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  4. 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  8 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  2. 
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STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
year,  and  belonging  to  the  District  was  619  (315  males  and  304 
females).  The  Birth-rate  calculated  on  the  estimated  popu- 
lation of  29,920  is  20.6,  compared  with  22.3  for  1922,  25.8  for 
1921,  30.8  for  1920,  and  22.5  for  1919. 

the  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1923  was  19.7. 


DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  district  during 
the  year  was  330  (183  males  and  147  females). 

The  Death-rate  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of 
29,920  is  11.0,  compared  with  10.8  for  1922,  10.5  for  1921, 

11.5  for  1920,  and  14.4  for  1919. 

The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1923  was  11.6. 


Subjoined  are  comparative  statistics  for  the  different  locali- 
ties of  the  District  with  regard  to  : — 


Locality  Population 

Cakemore  & Hill  10045 

Cradley  7599 

Halesowen  4307 

Hasbury  4044 

Hawne  1 843 

Illey 

Lapal  553 

Lutley 


Birth- 

Death- 

Zymotic 

1 tea  tit- 

Infantile 

rate 

rate 

rate 

Mortality 

21.3 

10.4 

.4 

73 

23.2 

11.3 

.5 

107 

17.8 

11.3 

1.1 

103 

23.4 

13.6 

.2 

94 

19.5 

15.7 

.5 

194 

28.9 

10.8 

Nil 

125 

3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  DURING  THE  YEAR:— 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

6 

2 

l 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

30 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

40 

0 

25 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable — 

Erysipelas 

16 

0 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

21 

0 

0 

Malaria 

1 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

(a)  Pulmonary  (M.9,  F.IO) 

19 

0 

21 

(b)  Non  Pulmonary 

(M.3.F.5)  Total 

10 

0 

2 

ANALYSIS  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during 


1923  : — 

Disease 

Total 

No.  under 

1 year 

LD 

x 

m 

w—l 

1 

m 

e<s 

I 

in 

rH 

lA 

1 

m 

CM 

iA 

<0 

1 

-sf 

65  & over 

( 

Pneumonia 

40 

2 

10 

2 

5 

9 

9 

3 

Diphtheria 

6 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

1 

13 

24 

3 

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

16 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

6 

4 

Opthal.  Neon. 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pul.  Tuber. 

19 

0 

0 

3 

6 

7 

3 

0 

Other  Tuber. 

10 

0 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

21 

1 

14 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Malaria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

164 

11 

43 

43 

17 

23 

19 

8 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

29  cases  were  notified  in  1923,  and  there  were  23  deaths. 
5 of  these  cases  were  not  notified. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  details  : — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Non-Pulmonary 

M F 

Pulmon 

M 

ary  Non-Pulmonary 
F M F 

0-1 

1-4 

1 

0 

5-9 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

1 

10-14 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 1 0 

15-19 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

20-24 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 0 1 

25-34 

2 

3 

1 

0 

2 

5 

35-44 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

1 

45-54 

55-64 

65  and  up 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Totals 

9 

10 

5 

5 

12 

9 1 1 

1 hey 

were 

distributed  as 

follows 

10 

at  Hill  and  Cake- 

more,  1 1 at  Cradley,  2 at  Halesowen,  1 at  Hawne  and  3 at 
Hasbury.  In  1922,  30  cases  were  reported  ; in  1921,  42  ; 1920, 
51  ; 1919,  47  and  1918,  54. 

Various  measures  are  taken  to  control  this  disease.  In 
suspicious  cases,  specimens  of  the  sputum  are  sent  to  the 
County  Bacteriologist  for  examination.  Those  patients  who 
are  able  to  do  so  attend  weekly  at  the  Dispensary  and  receive 
treatment  and  advice  from  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  attend- 
ance there.  If  advisable  they  are  sent  to  a Sanatorium  for 
varying  periods.  Shelters  are  also  provided  for  those  who  stay 
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at  home.  All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  at  their 
homes  periodically.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  was 
no  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality 
from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation^  in  the  district. 

t 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  Treated Vision  Vision  Total 

No.  Notified  At  Home  In  Hospital  Unimpaired  Impaired  Blindness  Deaths 

6 6 0 6 0 T ' 0 0 

4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

During  the  year  1923,  164  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
were  reported,  compared  with  142  cases  for  1922,  172  for  1921, 
233  for  1920,  and  482  for  1919. 

PNEUMONIA. 

40  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  1923,  com- 
pared with  36  in  1922. 

The  40  cases  were  distributed  as  follows: — Cradley  13, 
Cakemore  and  Hill  10,  Halesowen  9,  Hasbury  3,  Hawne  2, 
and  Lutley  1 . 

There  were  25  deaths  from  this  disease. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  was  the  most  prevalent  Infectious  Disease  in  1923, 
43  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  41  in  1922,  70  in  1921, 
74  in  1920,  and  20  in  1919. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1923,  1922,  or 
1921. 
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The  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  between  the  ages 
of  5 to  15  years  (24  cases)  and  thirteen  oetween  the  ages  of  1 
to  5 years. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Cakemore  and 
Hill  15,,  Cradley  22  and  Halesowen  6.  30  cases  were  removed 

to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Hayley  Green. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

6 cases  of  this  Disease  were  reported,  compared  with  10 
in  1922,  15  in  1921,  18  in  1920,  6 in  1919,  10  in  1918.  There 
were  2 deaths  compared  with  3 in  1922.  2 cases  were  removed 

to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Hayley  Green. 

The  cases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Hill  and  Cake- 
more  3,  Cradley  3. 


ENTERIC  FEVER 


There  were  2 cases  of  this  Disease  m 1923  at  Cradley, 
compared  with  one  case  in  1922. 


There  were  no  cases  in  1921,  1 case  in  1920,  none  in  1919, 
and  4 in  1918. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  8 deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  in  1923,  com- 
pared with  3 in  1922,  6 in  1921,  1 in  1920,  none  in  1919,  and 
10  in  1918. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  16  cases  in  1923,  compared  with  15  in  1922, 
6 in  1921,  11  in  1920,  5 in  1919,  and  4 in  1918.  They  were 
distributed  as  follows  : — 9 in  Hill  and  Cakemore  and  6 at 
Cradley. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  6 cases  of  this  Disease  in  1923,  compared  with 
7 in  1922,  4 in  1921,  7 in  1920,  6 in  1919,  and  5 in  1918.  The 

six  cases  made  a good  recovery  with  unimpaired  vision. 

All  the  cases  were  treated  at  home. 


MEASLES. 


There  were  4 deaths  from  this  Disease  in  1923. 


DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


There  were  13  deaths  from  this  complaint  in  1923  com- 
pared with  2 in  1922. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  63,  compared 
with  46  in  1922.  43  in  1921,  and  51  in  1920,  giving  a rate  per 

1,000  of  the  births  registered  of  101. 


Subjoined  are  the  figures  for  each  year,  beginning  with 

1908:— 1908,  103  ; 1909,  89  ; 1910,  85  ; 1911,  101  ; 1912,  96  ; 
1913,  62  ; 1914,  95  ; 1915,  73  ; 1916,  63  ; 1917,  54  ; 1919,  60  ; 
1920,  51  ; 1921,  43  ; 1922,  46  ; 1923.  63. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  as  follows  : — 

Premature  Birth  10,  Bronchitis  10,  Debility,  etc.,  18,  Diar- 
rhoea and  Enteritis  13.  Hawne  appears  to  have  an  excessive 
Infantile  Mortality  rate,  viz:  — 194.  The  causes  of  the  deaths 
were  Premature  Births  2,  and  one  each  for  Gastritis,  Bronchitis, 
Pemphigus  and  Wasting^ Pertussis,  and  Jaundice. 


IQ 


5. —SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE 

FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


There  are  two  Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  Worcester- 
shire County  Council  and  a Parish  Nurse  provided  by  a local 
Committee  who  are  responsible  for  her  salary.  She  attends 
patients  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  various  doctors  in 
the  Parishes  of  Halesowen,  Hasbury  and  Hawne.  There  are 
six  Mid-wives  in  the  district,  3 certified,  and  3 un-certified. 


INFANT  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Number  of  births  for  1923,  619  (5  illegitimate). 

Number  of  still-born  for  1923.  18. 

Deaths  under  one  year  for  1923,  63. 

This  is  conducted  under  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


There  are  now  three  centres  in  the  Halesowen  District,  one 
at  Halesowen,  one  at  Cradley,  and  one  at  Blackheath.  Each 
centre  is  open  weekly  and  the  Assistant  Medical  Ofheer.  of 
Health,  2 Health  Visitors  and  several  voluntary  helpers.  All 
the  new  cases  are  seen  and  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer. 
Cases  of  Congenital  defects  which  are  considered  remediable 
by  surgical  means  and  all  surgical  cases  are  referred  to  hospital. 
There  is  still  the  greatest  need  to  use  efforts  for  encouraging 
and  securing  breast  feeding,  and  to  do  this  in  a perfectly  regu- 
lar and  methodical  way.  The  home  visiting  by  the  Health 
Visitor  is  a very  important  part  of  the  work,  as  it  is  largely  by 
this  means  that  the  mothers  are  induced  to  attend  the  consul- 
tation centres. 
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It  is  well  carried  out  in  the  Halesowen  District,  and  is 
much  appreciated,  especially  by  the  younger  mothers  who 
welcome  any  advice  given  them  with  regard  to  the  rearing  of 
their  first  child.  They  are  willing  in  most  cases  to  act  upon 
the  advice  offered,  and  try  the  best  methods  of  feeding  and 
general  management  of  their  children.  They  are  now  bring- 
ing their  children  to  the  centres  at  a much  earlier  age. 


The  Health  Visitors  make  a point  of  visiting  infants  under 
1 year  of  age  as  often  as  possible,  as  the  first  year  of  a child’s 
life  is  most  important.  The  following  figures  show  the  number 
of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with  tho* 

the  Halesowen  District^:  — 

Visits  to  infants  under  3 year  of  age  2763 

Visits  to  children,  1 to  3 years  2823 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  267 

Attendances  of  expectant  mothers  at 

the  Centres  during  the  year  372 


A short  talk  to  expectant  mothers  is  given  once  a month  at 
each  of  the  centres.  All  the  centres  have  been  well  attended 
during  the  year,  and  the  mothers  have  appeared  to  appreciate 
the  advice  and  instruction  given. 

There  are  3 Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Maternity  Centres 
in  the  District,  1 School  Clinic,  1 Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ; all 
tb^se  are  provided  and  supervised  by  the  Worcestershire 
County  Council. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

1 .—INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  This  is  provided  by  the 
Stourbridge  and  Halesowen  Hospital  Committee.  The  Hos- 
pital is  situate  at  Hayley  Green. 


Originally  the  Wards  were  built  for  the  following  accom- 
modation : — 

16  beds  and  4 cots  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

10  beds  and  4 cots  for  Enteric  Fever. 

4—bcdg  and--4-eets~4er-~hjnterie  Fever. 

4 beds  and  2 cots  for  Diphtheria. 

Later  on  a large  block  was  built  to  contain  16  beds  and  4 
cots  with  observation  room  extra,  containing  one  bed,  but 
capable  of  holding  more,  e.g..  in  all  17  beds  and  4 cots. 

The  1 uberculosis  Pavilion  consists  of  one  block  contain- 
ing 8 men’s  beds  and  six  women’s  beds. 

SPIEL  1 ER5*  2 double  shelters  and  2 single  shelters  for 
women,  6 beds.  1 otal  accommodation,  20  beds — 8 men’s 

and  12  women’s  beds.  There  is  also  accommodation  in  the 
r arisn  or  i_.Li.tiey  for  the  isolation.  of  Small  Pox. 

In  September  1921,  a Cottage  Hospital  was  opened  with 
5 beds  (male)  2 beds  (female)  and  2 cots  and  1 private  bed. 
Serious  cases  of  illness  and  injury  needing  special  treatment 
and  major  operations  are  sent  to  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  an  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Stourbridge  and 
Halesowen  joint  Plospital  Committee  to  convey  infectious 
cases  to  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  also  an  Ambulance  at 
the  Fire  Station  for  the  use  of  Occidents  and  *^bn-I  nfectious 
cases. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Swabs  from  suspicious  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  sputum 
from  suspicious  Tuberculosis  cases  are  sent  to  the  County 
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Bacteriologist  for  examination.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  holds  a supply  of  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  serum  for  use  in 
the  district. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  following  adoptive  acts  are  in  force  in  the  District — 
Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

Date  adopted. 

Amendment  Act,  1890  13 — 7 — 1896 

All  the  sections  of  the  Infectious  Disease 

(Prevention)  Act,  1890,  Sec.  74  of  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1874  10 — 9 — 1896 

Sections  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25 

26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33  comprised 

in  Part  II.  16 — 4 — 1910 

Sections  34  to  38,  43  to  46,  48  to  51, 
comprised  in  Part  III. 

Sections  52  to  58,  60  to  68  comprised  in 
Part  IV. 

Part  V.,  Section  95,  comprised  in  Part  X 

of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Acts,  1907 

Section  21  comprised  in  Part  II.,  Sections  39, 

40,  41,  42  and  47  comprised  in  Part 
III.  in  the  Contributory  places  of  Cake- 
more,  Cradley,  Halesowen,  Hawne, 
and  Hill 

Sections  39,  40  and  42  comprised  in  Part  III. 

in  force  in  Lutley  Parish 
Model  Byelaws  with  respect  to  nuisances, 

Common  Lodging  houses,  house  refuse, 
offensive  trades,  slaughter  houses, 
tents,  vans,  and  sheds,  and  new  streets 
and  buildings 


21—6—1916 


7.— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

In  the  District  there  are  approximately  1 ,540  Privy  Mid- 
dens and  2,680  Water  Closets.  During  the  past  year  54 

privies  have  been  converted  and  100  additional  W.C’s.  have 
been  provided.  Portable  Sanitary  Ashbins  are  being  pro- 
vided as  the  opportunity  arises. 

SCAVENGING. — At  the  present  time  only  one  part  of  the 
District,  Cradley,  is  worked  by  Contract.  In  the  Parishes  of 
Halesowen,  Hasbury,  and  Hawne,  the  work  is  done  entirely 
by  the  Council.  In  Hill  and  Cakemore  the  team  labour  is 
hired.  During  the  year  refuse  was  removed  from  all  houses 
except  those  in  the  Parishes  of  Lutley,  Lapal  and  Illey. 

5711  Privies  and  Ashpits  were  cleansed. 

73316  Portable  Receptacles  were  cleansed. 

16052  Loads  of  Ashes  and  Excrement  were  removed. 

The  most  urgent  and  pressing  needs  of  the  district  at  the 
present  time  from  a Sanitary  point  of  view  are  : — 

I.  — The  conversion  as  speedily  as  possible,  where  a constant 

water  supply  and  sewers  are  available  of  the  privy- 
middens  into  water  closets. 

II.  — The  more  frequent  removal  and  emptying  of  ashbins, 

and  the  emptying  of  Ashpits  connected  with  the  privy- 
middens,  until  it  is  possible  to  get  the  privy-middens  con- 
verted into  water  closets. 

The  means  available  for  carrying  out  this  work  appear  to 
be  at  the  present  time  inadequate. 
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TABLE  B. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


During  the  year  147  houses  were  inspected  and  records 
made.  The  following  table  gives  details  : — 


Defective  Ceilings 

58 

Defective  Roofs 

61 

Dampness 

45 

Uncleanliness 

23 

Ashpit 

17 

Closet  Accommodation 

39 

Drainage 

61 

Defective  Floors 

31 

Defective  Sculleries 

13 

Defective  Stairs 

3 

Defective  Light 

8 

Defective  Sinks 

12 

Defective  Eaves  Gutters 

94 

Defective  Windows 

27 

Defects  Remedied 

492 

Provision  of  NEW  HOUSES. — 46  new  houses  have  been 
erected  during  the  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR 
REGULATIONS. 

1 Knackers  Yard  at  Cradley. 

1 Common  Lodging  House  at  Halesowen. 

There  are  14  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  28  Fried  Fish 
Shops,  and  2 Tripe  Shops. 

All  the  above  are  regularly  inspected. 
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SCHOOL  SANITATION. 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  satisfactory. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  is  obtained  partly  from  within  and  partly  from  with- 
out the  District.  The  approximate  number  of  milking  cows 
in  the  District  is  220.  Registered  Dairies  14.  Purveyors  of 
milk  26.  The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  inspected  monthly. 

OTHER  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  taking  of  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  is  done  by  the 
County  through  the  Police  Authorities.  The  Superintendent 
of  Police  stated  that  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1923,  15  samples  were  taken  in  the  Halesowen  Petty  Division 
under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act.  The  whole  of  these  were  found 
to  be  genuine.  The  samples  were  as  follows  : — 

Milk  Butter  Pepper  Mustard  Coffee  Lard  Cheese  Vinegar  Ginger 

4 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 

WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  664  workshops  in  the  District.  Defects  due  to 
want  of  cleanliness  were  found  and  remedied  in  76  cases. 

Inspections  were  made  in  286  cases. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  of  the  Sanitary 

Work  Completed 

in  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  56 

Lots  of  Bedding,  clothing  etc.,  disinfected  or  destroyed  79 
Compensation  paid  for  destruction  N 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 

(P.H.  Act  1873,  Sec.  26).  N 


HOUSES. 

No.  of  Houses  erected  46 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  147 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  1 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority  1 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  1 

No.  of  H ouses  with  defects  remedied  without 

Closing  Orders  130 

No.  of  Houses  with  defects  remedied  after 

Closing  Orders  N 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  N 

No.  of  houses  demolished  N 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15  59 

No.  of  Orders  to  execute  work  under  Section  15 

complied  with  41 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  N 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  i 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  CARAVANS,  etc. 

No.  observed  16 

No.  dealt  with  as  insanitary  2 

'y  i 


HOUSE  DRAINS. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  33 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  12 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  94 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  19 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  31 
No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  16 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  20 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  100 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water  18 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

No.  of  additional  Ashbins  provided  102 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  and  Privies  converted  to  W.C’s.  54 
No.  converted  to  pail  closets  17 

No.  repaired  1 7 

SCAVENGING. 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  5711 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  6467 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  73316 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed  16052 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed , Quarterly 

Bins  Weekly  — 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

No.  under  observation  1 

No.  abated  1 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

No.  under  observation,  including  Fish  Shops  30 

No.  improperly  conducted  1 

No.  newly  established,  with  consent  of  Council  1 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  N 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  N 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  2 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  N 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year  10 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  5 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water 

supplies  dealt  with  14 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt  for  which  water 

certificates  were  given  46 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  registered  14 

No.  licensed  N 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  14 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  Monthly 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported  N 
Are  bye-laws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  Yes 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

No.  under  inspection  664 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  37 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  14 
No.  employing  “ young  persons  ” etc.,  reported 

to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  N 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  Periodically 

No.  of  outworkers  premises  inspected  163 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT. 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  N 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act,  Orders  and 

Byelaws  dealt  with  N 


PURVEYORS  OF  MILK. 

No.  of  26 
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14 


DAIRIES. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye-laws 


dealt  with  3 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  Monthly 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  N 

Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in  district  220 


COWSHEDS. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 
At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 


CANAL  BOATS. 

No.  of  boats  on  register  N 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year  N 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  N 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise)  26 
No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  dealt  with  N 
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N 

Quarterly 


LODGING  HOUSES. 

No.  on  Register 
No.  regularly  inspected 
No.  cleansed  and  repaired 
At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

FOOD. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for 

consumption 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  I pig  carcase  761bs. 

consumption  j sheep  carcase — 45Ihs. 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  j 
unfit  for  consumption 


1 

1 

Quarterly 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  N 

No.  of  samples  certified  as  genuine  N 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated  N 


ANIMALS  KEPT  SO  AS  TO  BE  A NUISANCE. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  1 


ACCUMULATION  OF  OFFENSIVE  REFUSE. 

No.  of  removals  15 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to 

insanitary  conditions  1 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to 

unsound  food  N 


CLERICAL  WORK. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  468 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  78 

No  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  63 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  outstanding  15 


JOHN  W.  COX, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


F. 

147 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  during  the  year  1923. 


M. 

All  causes  1 83 


1.  Enteric  Fever  — 

2.  Small  Pox  — 

3.  Measles  2 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  — 

3.  Whooping  Cough  3 

6.  Diphtheria  1 

7.  Influenza  3 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  — 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis  — 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  12 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  2 

12.  Cancer — Malignant  Disease  17 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  — 

14.  Diabetes  i 

13.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  10 

16.  Heart  Disease  20 

17.  Arterio-sclerosis  1 

18.  Bronchitis  26 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  16 

20.  Other  Respiratory  diseases  — 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

22.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  7 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  2 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  — 

23.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  3 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis  — 


27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition  — 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

Premature  Birth 


2 

3 

1 

3 


9 

16 

1 

13 

11 

1 

20 

9 

2 

2 

6 

2 

3 


1 

9 
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29.  Suicide 

2 

2 

30.  Other  deaths  from  violence 

5 

4 

3 1 . Other  defined  diseases 

35 

19 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

— 

Special  causes  (included  above). 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

1 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year- 

-Total  41 

22 

illegitimate 

0 

0 

Total  Births 

315 

304 

Legitimate 

312 

302 

Illegitimate 

Population 

3 

29,920 

2 

Total  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  each  Parish  in  1923. 
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Hill  & Cakemore  ••• 
Cradley 

Halesowen 
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Hawne 

Illey  

Lapal 

Lutley 

Totals 
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TABLE  II 


Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age 


Causes  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 4 weeks  and  I 
under  3 m’thsj 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

l 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

10 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

11 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs 

Atelectasis 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Premature  Births 

7 

2 

1 

10 

10 

Other  Causes 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Totals 

17 

6 

0 

2 

25 

14 

9 

11 

4 

63 
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8— PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  T.  BRETT  YOUNG, 
M.D.,  The  Laurels,  Halesowen. 

Clerk  of  the  Council  (part  time)  E.  H.  GROVE,  Solicitor. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time)  J.  W.  COX. 

Surveyor  (whole  time)  G.  SPURR. 

There  are  also  two  Health  Visitors. 

The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  include  the  supervision 
of  work  done  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  investigatio^n  of 
complaints,  and  the  making  of  enquiries  into  all  cases  of  in- 
fectious disease  notified,  the  supervision  of  disinfection  after 
removal  or  death  of  patients,  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cow- 
sheds, Milkshops  , Canal  Boats,  Slaughterhouses,  Workshops 
and  Workplaces,  Carbide  of  Calcium  and  Petroleum  Stores, 
the  supervision  of  nightsoil  removal  and  house-to-house  in- 
spection under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations. 
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9.— HOUSING. 

Statistics  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 


1 —GENERAL. 

(1)  Population  (1921  census)  28212 

Estimated  to  end  of  year  1923  29920 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  1 1 -0 

(3)  Infantile  Mortality  83 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  571 1 

(5)  Number  of  working  class  houses  4502 

(6)  Number  of  new  working  class  houses  erected  Nil 


2— UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Inspection — Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  P.H.A.  or  Housing  Acts)  147 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the 

Housing  (inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  113 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  ref- 
erred to  under  the  preceeding  sub-heading  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  146 


3.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICE. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  and  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  their  Officers  87 
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4— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  of  the  H.T.P.  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  were 

served  requiring  repairs  59 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners  41 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

(a)  by  owners  1 7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
and  1 own  Planning,  etc.,  Act  1909 — 1919. 

(1)  Numb  er  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders.  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  0 
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GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


There  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  the  Parishes  of  Halesowen, 
Hasbury,  Hawne,  Cradley  and  Hill  and  Cakemore. 

1 o meet  this  shortage  the  following  Housing  schemes  have 
been  completed. 

Uffmoor  Housing  Scheme,  Hasbury  E.  259. 

No.  of  Houses  A type  32. 

No.  of  houses  * 4 B type  32. 

No.  completed  and  occupied  64 

2 Drews  Holloway  Housing  Scheme,  Cradley  E.  769. 

No.  of  Houses  all  A type  40 

No.  completed  and  occupied  40 

3.  Hurst  Green  Housing  Estate  Scheme  E.  1329  (Cakemore) 
No.  of  houses  A ” type  20 

No.  of  houses  B type  20 

No.  completed  and  ocupied  40 

OVERCROWDING 

There  are  approximately  200  houses  where  there  are  two 
or  more  families.  In  the  selection  of  tenants  for  the  new  houses 
this  is  one  of  the  points  taken  into  consideration. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

Elousing  Inspection  is  being  carried  out,  and  repairs  insisted 
upon  to  bring  the  houses  up  to  a reasonable  standard. 

Most  of  the  houses  have  a constant  water  supply,  but  there 
are  still  many  privy  middens  in  the  District.  Conversions  under 
Section  36  P.H.  Act  1875  are  being  carried  out  as  the  opport- 
unity arises. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Cox,  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  to  Mr.  Spurr,  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  for  their  valuable 
help. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


T.  BRETT  YOUNG 


APPENDED  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR  FOR  1923. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  and 
statistics  of  work  done  in  my  department  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

36  Cases  of  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated.  79  Lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected. 

Particulars  were  recorded  and  where  necessary,  repairs 
cleansing  and  other  defects  remedied. 

PRIVY  CONVERSIONS  AND  DRAINAGE. 

34  Privy  middens  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s,  100 
new  W.C.’s  erected  and  102  Sanitary  Ashbins  provided. 

20  Cesspools  have  been  abolished  and  32  house  drains 
connected  to  the  main  sewers. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACTS,  1909—1919. 

The  systematic  inspection  and  compilation  of  records  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  have  been  carried 
out. 

147  Houses  have  been  inspected — the  number  of  defects 
remedied  will  be  found  in  Table  B. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and  compliance 
with  the  Bye-laws  is  enforced  to  ensue  as  far  as  possible  a pure 
milk  supply. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  FRUIT  SUPPLIES. 


The  Slaughterhouses,  butchers  shops,  fish  and  fruit  shops 

throughout  the  district  are  regularly  inspected. 

I Sheep  carcase  45  lbs 
1 Pig  carcase  76  ibs. 
were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

286  Visits  were  made  to  these  and  120  notices  were  sent 
with  regard  to  defects  found. 

NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

I his  work  which  requires  constant  attention  has  been  carr- 
ied out  satisfactory  and  there  has  been  a marked  decrease  in 
the  number  of  complaints  received.  Every  effort  is  being  made 
to  maintain  a regular  collection  and  to  prevent  any  accumula- 
tion of  arrears. 


OFFICE  WORK. 

Fhe  clerical  assistance  given  by  the  Surveyor  s Clerk  has 
been  much  appreciated. 

in  conclusion  1 have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  continued  support. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  COX. 
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